ALASKA TOUR 2000 (30 May-19 June)

Participants: David Bradford, Bob Schwartz, Pic Bailey, Lynette Bobb, Kirby&Peggy Boston, Mary Dommermuth, Doris Graham, Jay Koths, Paul&Bette Lester, Joan Richardson, Grady&Lu Skillern, Alice Tillet, Lettalou Whittington, Karen Vargas

Areas birded:  Anchorage, Homer, Seward, St. Paul, Nome, Denali N.P., and Barrow

Red-throated Loon   
many in beautiful breeding plumage

Pacific Loon        
good looks at many

Common Loon 
several seen

Yellow-billed Loon
lone bird in basic plumage out of Homer seen well by some

Red-necked Grebe    
many and seen well

Northern Fulmar 
many seen at the seabird cliffs on St. Paul

Double-crested Corm.
many

Red-faced Corm. 
great looks

Pelagic Cormorant   
many of this long necked species

Greater White-front.
several at various locations

Canada Goose    
all over Anchorage

Brant           

a lot on Nome

Trumpeter Swan  
nice view of a pair on the nest near Portage

Tundra Swan     
an incredible sight of a flock of over 400 birds

American Wigeon 
all over

Mallard     

a lot

Northern Pintail    
all over

Northern Shoveler   
all over

Gadwall

very few

Green-winged Teal   
all over(some were crecca on St. Paul

Canvasback      
just a few

Redhead     

just a few

Ring-necked Duck    
just one

Greater Scaup      
all over

Lesser Scaup        
some

Steller’s Eider     
just before leaving Barrow we had stunning looks at a male

King Eider      

nice looks at flock of about 30 as they flew by in Barrow

Common Eider    
many in Nome and flying by in Barrow

Harlequin Duck  
a lot

Surf Scoter     

good looks in Homer

White-winged Scoter 
good looks at quite a few birds

Black Scoter        
great looks in Teller

Oldsquaw        
all over

Bufflehead      

seen in a few locations

Common Goldeneye
single bird

Barrow’s Goldeneye  
not too many

Common Merganser    not many

Red-breasted Merg.  
all over

Bald Eagle      

many, many, many

Northern Harrier    
some

Sharp-shinned Hawk
just one

Northern Goshawk    
on the nest in Anchorage

Red-tailed hawk 
only one

Rough-legged Hawk   a few giving nice looks

Golden Eagle        
several in Denali NP

American Kestrel
just one

Merlin          

some flybys and one perched near Council

Gyrfalcon       

very nice looks at a single bird in Denali N.P.

Spruce Grouse

stunning looks at a female in Homer and a brief look at a male 

Willow Ptarmigan    
all over Nome

Rock Ptarmigan  
some on Nome

Sandhill Crane  
many birds

American Golden-Plo not many

Pacific Golden-Plover not many

Semipalmated Plover 
some

Mongolian Plover
seen by some on St. Paul

Black Oystercatcher 
seen well on the Chiswell Islands

Lesser Yellowlegs   
a few

Wood Sandpiper  
one on St. Paul giving nice looks

Wandering Tattler   
some

Spotted Sandpiper   
a couple

Whimbrel        
some

Hudsonian Godwit    
many in Anchorage

Bar-tailed Godwit   
great looks in Nome by the Nome River

Ruddy Turnstone 
not many

Black Turnstone 
not many

Surfbird        

one in Anchorage

Sanderling

a few in Nome

Semipalmated Sand.  
a lot

Western Sandpiper   
not many

Least Sandpiper 
not many

White-rumped Sand.
one bird in Barrow

Baird’s Sandpiper
one bird in Barrow

Pectoral Sandpiper  
many displaying in Barrow

Rock Sandpiper  
seen well on St. Paul

Dunlin          

quite a few 

Long-billed Dowitch 
several

Common Snipe    
good numbers with many displaying overhead


Red-necked Phalarop 
many

Red Phalarope       
all over Barrow in beautiful plumage

Pomarine Jaeger 
all over Barrow 

Parasitic Jaeger    
some on Nome with some dark morphs mixed in for fun

Long-tailed Jaeger  
many all over Nome and a few in Denali

Bonaparte’s Gull    
not to many

Mew Gull        
all over

Herring Gull        
a few birds out of Homer

Glaucous-winged Gu  many, many

Glaucous Gull       
many, many on Nome

Black-legged Kittiwa  all over St. Paul and Seward

Red-legged Kittiwake great looks at the red legs and dark backs on St. Paul

Arctic Tern     

many

Aleutian Tern

great looks at several birds

Common Murre    
many on the seabird cliffs on St. Paul

Thick-billed Murre  
many on the seabird cliffs on St. Paul

Black Guillemot
a few in Teller

Pigeon Guillemot    
good looks in Seward

Marbled Murrelet    
good looks in Homer

Kittlitz’s Murrelet
fantastic looks in Homer

Ancient Murrelet    
good looks at a lone bird near Holgate Glacier

Parakeet Auklet 
many, many on St. Paul

Least Auklet        
many, many on St. Paul

Crested Auklet  
finally good looks at a few birds in the rain on St. Paul

Rhinoceros Auklet
several flocks seen well near Holgate Glacier

Horned Puffin       
great looks at a few birds out of Homer and on St. Paul

Tufted Puffin       
great looks at many birds out of Homer and on St. Paul

Rock Dove       
too bad

Snowy Owl       
quite few birds in Barrow but not too close

Northern Hawk Owl   
stunning looks at two birds on Nome

Short-eared Owl 
many birds offering great looks and one interacting with a hawk

Boreal Owl

what a thrill

Northern Saw-whet 
what a thrill

Rufous Hummingbird one flyby

Belted Kingfisher   
one bird 

Downy Woodpecker
single bird seen by some

Three-toed Wood 
one bird seen well in Anchorage and others seen elsewhere

Black-backed Wood
what a treat to see the female at the nest and feeding

Northern Flicker
seen only by leader

Olive-sided Fly.
one bird seen well as it sang

Alder Flycatcher    
seen well and singing

Say’s Phoebe        
several birds seen well

Tree Swallow        
many, many

Violet-green Swall  
many, many

Bank Swallow        
some

Cliff Swallow       
many

Gray Jay        

good looks at many birds

Steller’s Jay       
good looks 

Black-billed Magpie 
many, many

Northwestern Crow   
up close in Seward

Common Raven    
all over

Black-capped Chick  
seen well

Boreal Chickadee    
seen well at several locations

Brown Creeper
one bird

Red-breasted Nuthat.  just one bird seen and others heard

Winter Wren         
seen on St. Paul 

American Dipper 
at the nest in Seward

Arctic Warbler
all over Nome

Golden-crowned Ki.  
few birds and difficult to get on

Ruby-crowned King.  
a lot

Bluethroat      

great looks at a male very close to the road

Northern Wheatear
great looks at one singing male

Gray-cheeked Thrush 
a lot

Swainson’s Thrush   
heard some and saw a few

Hermit Thrush       
saw some

American Robin  
all over

Varied Thrush       
nice look in Seward and heard many more

Yellow Wagtail  
a lot on Nome

American Pipit  
some

Northern Shrike 
single bird seen well from the bus in Denali N.P.

Orange-crowned War.
many

Yellow Warbler  
many

Yellow-rumped War.
many

Townsend’s Warbler
good looks at few birds

Blackpoll Warbler   
not too many

Northern Waterthrush not too many

Wilson’s Warbler    
a lot

American Tree Spar. 
great looks

Savannah Sparrow    
not too many

Fox Sparrow     
some giving excellent looks

Song Sparrow        
not too many at all

Linclon’s Sparrow
just a few

White-crowned Spar. 
all over

Golden-crowned Spa. 
some giving great looks

Dark-eyed Junco 
not too many

Lapland Longspur    
all over

Snow Bunting        
a lot in Barrow

Red-winged Blackbir  seen at Potter’s Marsh

Rusty Blackbird 
a few seen

Gray-crowned Rosy F all over St. Paul

White-winged Cross.
a few birds seen well in Anchorage

Common Redpoll  
many

Hoary Redpoll       
many

Pine Siskin     

a lot    

Species seen 172

