HOUSTON BIRDING ALASKA TOUR

27 May - 14 June 1999

Leaders: David Bradford/Bob Schwartz

Participants:  Judy Behrens, Adele Bennett, Pat Foreman, Bill Harwell, Jean Harwell, Jodi Hornbeck, Bettie Clark, Mac Clark, Lynda Miller, Dick Park

Areas birded:

Anchorage, Seward, St. Paul, Nome, Denali NP, Barrow, Denali Highway, Glenn Highway.

  Red-throated Loon   
many in beautiful breeding plumage

  Pacific Loon        
very few seen but a pair witn one on the nest was stunning

  Common Loon 
only one seen in pouring rain by leader

  Horned Grebe       
lone male along side of road in immaculate breeding plumage

  Red-necked Grebe    
many and seen well

  Northern Fulmar 
many seen at the seabird cliffs on St. Paul

  Sooty Shearwater    
lone bird on the water on pouring rain

  Double-crested Corm.  ho hum

  Red-faced Corm. 
great looks

  Pelagic Cormorant   
many of this long necked species

  Bean Goose      
lone bird on St. Paul(this was seen within in minutes of (arriving)

  Greater White-fronted  several flybys

  Emperor Goose   
four birds on Nome on two different days

  Canada Goose    
all over Anchorage

  Brant           

a lot on Nome

  Trumpeter Swan  
a lot of sightings some close

  Tundra Swan     
several sightings some close

  American Wigeon 
all over

  Mallard     

a lot

  Northern Shoveler   
all over

  Northern Pintail    
all over

  Green-winged Teal   all over(some were nimia on St. Paul

  Canvasback      
just a few

  Redhead     

just a few

  Ring-necked Duck    just a few

  Greater Scaup      
all over

  Lesser Scaup        
some

  Steller’s Eider     
after one at our feet in Seward many in Barrow

  Spectacled Eider    
two pairs in Barrow under ideal conditions(45 degrees & no wind)

  King Eider      
a few stunning males in Barrow

  Common Eider    
several in Nome

  Harlequin Duck  
all over

  Surf Scoter     
not too many

  White-winged Sc. 
not too many

  Black Scoter        
many but not to close

  Oldsquaw        
all over

  Bufflehead      
seen in a few locations

  Common Golden.
not many

  Barrow’s Goldeneye many

  Common Merganser  not many

  Red-breasted Merg.  
all over

  Bald Eagle      
on telephone poles in Seward across the street from hotel

  Northern Harrier    
some

  Northern Goshawk    up close and personal

  Red-tailed hawk 
a few

  Rough-legged Hawk   a few

  Golden Eagle        
several in Denali NP

  Merlin          

some flybys

  Gyrfalcon       
a nest in Denali and one in Nome with birds flyimg up high

  Peregrine Falcon    
great flyby view on Nome

  Willow Ptarmigan    
all over Nome

  Rock Ptarmigan  
many on Nome

  Sandhill Crane  
several birds

  American Golden-Plo 
not many

  Pacific Golden-Plover  not many

  Semipalmated Plov. 
some

  Black Oystercatcher 
seen only by the leaders and one other member

  Common Greensh    three seen on St Paul with excellent views of one

  Lesser Yellowlegs   
a few

  Wood Sandpiper  
a couple on St. Paul giving excellent looks

  Wandering Tattler   
many

  Gray-tailed Tattler 
two birds with great up close looks at one

  Common Sandpip.   great looks at one bird just before leaving St. Paul

  Spotted Sandpiper   
a couple

  Whimbrel        
some

  Bristle-thighed Curl. 2 birds calling and displaying overhead

  Hudsonian Godwit    many in Anchorage

  Bar-tailed Godwit   
some on St. Paul and great looks on Nome

  Ruddy Turnstone 
not many

  Black Turnstone 
not many

  Surfbird        

one in Anchorage

  Semipalmated Sand.  a lot

  Western Sandpiper   
not many

  Long-toed Stint     
seen well in the rain

  Least Sandpiper 
not many

  Pectoral Sandpiper  
many displaying in Barrow

  Rock Sandpiper  
seen well on St. Paul

  Dunlin          

nice comparison with Rock

  Ruff            

two stunning males on St. Paul(red, and reddish black)

  Long-billed Dow.
several

  Common Snipe    
all over Nome displaying

  Red-necked Phala. 
many

  Red Phalarope       
all over Barrow in beautiful plumage(what a bird)

  Pomarine Jaeger 
all over Barrow and many on Nome with Parasitic nearby

  Parasitic Jaeger    
some on Nome with some dark morphs

  Long-tailed Jaeger  
many all over Nome

  Bonaparte’s Gull    
not many

  Mew Gull        
all over

  Herring Gull        
lone bird at St. Paul

  Slaty-backed Gull   
all over St. Paul(what an incredible invasion)

  Glaucous-winged G. 
many, many

  Glaucous Gull       
many, many on Nome

  Sabine’s Gull       
a few with two giving great looks

  Black-legged Kitti.   all over St. Paul and Seward

  Red-legged Kitti.
great looks at the red legs and dark backs

  Arctic Tern     
many

  Common Murre    
many on the seabird cliffs on St. Paul

  Thick-billed Murre  
many on the seabird cliffs on St. Paul

  Pigeon Guillemot    
good looks in Seward

  Marbled Murrelet    
good looks in Seward

  Ancient Murrelet    
good looks on St. Paul of an actively feeding bird

  Parakeet Auklet 
many, many on St. Paul

  Least Auklet        
many, many on St. Paul

  Crested Auklet  
great looks at a few birds on St. Paul

  Horned Puffin       
great looks at a few birds on St. Paul

  Tufted Puffin       
great looks at a few birds on St. Paul

  Rock Dove       
too bad

  Great-horned Owl    
on the nest

  Snowy Owl       
all over Barrow with one on the nest

  Northern Hawk Owl
stunning looks at a bird near the nest

  Short-eared Owl 
a couple birds offering great looks

  Rufous Humming.  
a few flybys

  Belted Kingfisher   
good looks

  Hairy Woodpecker    seen only by the guides

  Three-toed Wood 
seen well in several locations

  Alder Flycatcher    
seen well and singing

  Hammond’s Flyc.  
one bird singing and seen well by most

  Say’s Phoebe        
several birds seen well

  Northern Shrike 
three birds seen with two birds seen by all in Denali

  Gray Jay        
good looks

  Steller’s Jay       
good looks

  Black-billed Magpie many, many

  Northwestern Crow   up close in Seward

  Common Raven    
all over

  Horned Lark     
a few in St. Paul

  Tree Swallow        
many, many

  Violet-green Swall  
many, many

  Bank Swallow        
some

  Cliff Swallow       
many

  Barn Swallow        
single bird seen by some at Potter’s Marsh

  Black-capped Chick  seen well

  Chestnut-backed Ch. seen by two

  Boreal Chickadee    
seen well

  Red-breasted Nuth.
a few

  Winter Wren         
two seen on St. Paul by most

  American Dipper 
at the nest in Seward

  Golden-crowned Ki.  quite a few birds though difficult to get on

  Ruby-crowned King.  a lot

  Bluethroat      
too much(we watched it sing and display a few meters away)

  Gray-cheeked Thru. 
a lot

  Swainson’s Thrush   
heard some and saw a few

  Hermit Thrush       
saw some

  American Robin  
all over

  Varied Thrush       
fantastic looks in Seward and heard a lot more

  Yellow Wagtail  
a lot on Nome

  American Pipit  
some

  Orange-crowned W. 
many

  Yellow Warbler  
many

  Yellow-rumped W.  
many

  Blackpoll Warbler   
a lot

  Northern Waterthr.
 a lot

  Wilson’s Warbler    
many

  American Tree Sp. 
many

  Savannah Sparrow    a lot

  Fox Sparrow     
some giving good looks

  Song Sparrow        
not too many

  White-crowned Sp. 
all over

  Golden-crowned Sp. some giving great looks

  Dark-eyed Junco 
quite a few

  Lapland Longspur    
all over

  Snow Bunting        
a lot in Barrow

  McKay’s Bunting 
one bird giving great looks on St. Paul

  Red-winged Blackb.
seen by a few at Potter’s Marsh

  Rusty Blackbird 
a few seen

  Gray-crowned Rosy  all over St. Paul

  Pine Grosbeak       
a small flock in Seward

  White-winged Cross. several birds in several locations with some giving great looks

  Common Redpoll  
many

  Hoary Redpoll       
many

  Pine Siskin     
a lot    

170 species seen

