Maine 2026
June 3-8, 2026
Bradford/Percival

Unlike in 2025, for most of the trip we had ideal weather conditions. Like in 2025, we had great birds including fourteen species of warblers, all resplendent in their breeding plumage. The day people arrived I picked them up at the airport and instead of going to the hotel to check in and get an early dinner to be ready for an early start the following morning, we headed straight to nearby Hinckley Park to stretch our legs and see birds. Here walked along the easy trials encountering our first of many Red-eyed Vireos and Black-capped Chickadees, along with White-breasted Nuthatch, Gray Catbird, Cedar Waxwing, American Redstart, and Chestnut-sided Warbler. This was a nice start for travel day.

Our first full day of birding found us heading south of Portland to Kennebunk Plains for American Goldfinch, Eastern Towhee, and our target bird, Prairie Warbler. On our return trip to town, we found Eastern Phoebe, Eastern Kingbird, Field Sparrow and more Prairie Warblers. In the town of Kennebunk, a stop at Rogers Pond Park yielded Broad-winged Hawk, more Red-eyed Vireos and Black-capped Chickadees, Tufted Titmouse, Red-breasted Nuthatch, and Song Sparrow. Rotary Park was bust but Hope Cemetery gave up Chipping Sparrow and three fantastic looking Black-throated Green Warblers. After an easy walk in Rachal Carson NWR we added twenty species including Common Eider, Great Black-backed Gull, Tree Swallow, Eastern Bluebird, and the o so common Northern Yellow Warbler. We decided to visit a beach in Biddeford Pool that last year held our only Piping Plovers, however, this year there were way more people enjoying the pleasant 70-degree weather and no plovers. The twelve Black Scoters and ten Common Eiders were fun to watch as were the Common Terns. Along the beach at Biddeford Pool, we encountered our fist Chimney Swift, a flyby American Oystercatcher, Bonaparte’s, Herring, and Great Black-backed Gulls, two late Red-necked Grebes in breeding plumage, and our first of many Black Guillemots. Eventually we moved north to Scarborough Marsh where we walked along the easy Eastern Trail finding Willet, Least Tern, Glossy Ibis, Little Blue Heron, and our target species, Saltmarsh Sparrow. This turned out to be a great first day of the tour. 

Our time in Portland was over for now and the following morning we began to work our way north and east to Bar Harbor with several stops along the way. Our first stop, Kate Furbish Preserve, added Pileated Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Great Crested Flycatcher, Blue-headed Vireo, Hermit Thrush, Ovenbird, Black-and-white, Nashville, Warbler, and Pine Warblers, Common Yellowthroat, and North Parula to our growing list. Our next stop was Reid State Park where we found more Common Eider, Black-bellied Plover, Black Guillemot, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Purple Finch, and of course, more Black-throated Green Warblers. Once checked in at Bar Harbor and freshened up in our comfortable Best Western rooms, and we headed to the trees behind the hotel and enjoyed Dark-eyed Junco, Blackburnian, Pine, and Black-throated Green Warblers. Our warbler list for the Best Western Bar Harbor property is impressive. 

After our first of three nights in Bar Harbor, we set off to drive the famous loop in Acadia National Park, however, we couldn’t drive past Hamilton Pond, a hotspot that we would visit three more times while in Bar Harbor. At the pond, five minutes from our hotel, we found a lone male Wood Duck, a Golden-crowned Kinglet showing its golden crown, Northern Parula, and Black-throated Green Warbler. At Mount Desert High School, we located an adorable family of Wood Ducks, Osprey, Northern Flicker, Eastern Phoebe, Blue Jay, Black-and-white and Magnolia Warblers, American Redstart, Northern Parula, and many Red-breasted Nuthatches. Well, now it was time to enter the park and drive the scenic loop. Our first stop was the Hull’s Cove Visitor Center to get oriented and load up on gifts/trinkets. Our first stop on the loop was Sieur de Monts Spring where we did not find the previously report family of American Woodcocks or the sometimes seen Barred Owl. In other words, it was a bust. At our lunch stop we were greeted by Hairy Woodpecker, Ovenbird, American Redstart, and of course Black-throated Green Warblers. The stop at the Thunder Hole was fun but the tide was out so there was no thundering going on, but it was a fun walk and fun acting like tourists for a bit instead of serious birders. The rest of the loop was scenic and produced many of the same birds previously seen. Eventually we ended up on the top of Cadillac Mountain enjoying an elevated view of Bar Harbor. Finally, we spotted a lone Song Sparrow on the windswept granite on the top of the mountain.

Since foul weather was forecasted all day today, I decided to move our boat trip to Petit Manan Island to the following day and figured we would fight the rain and bird as best we could on the far less visited area west of the main park loop. Turns out we were rewarded with a day that held no rain, and only a little drizzle once or twice. Plus, we had nice coastal scenery and few fellow park visitors. Before arriving on this rugged part of Acadia National Park, we stopped at Stone Barn Farm to marvel at three male Bobolinks in a hay field along with our only Savannah Sparrow of the trip. A quick stop at Mill Pond gave us our only Common Mergansers for the trip, a female with six chicks. New birds seen on our loop today include Belted Kingfisher, Winter Wren, Swainson’s Thrush, Barn Swallow, Common Loon, Yellow-rumped Warbler, and many more of the same warblers. After the loop we went to Pray’s Brook Marsh to listen to the unique song of the American Bittern, and within a minute or two of getting out of the vehicle a bittern began calling. What a thrill to hear a calling American Bittern.

Finally, it was time for our 9:30am, three-hour round trip boat ride to Petit Manan Island where we had nice looks at Arctic Tern, Common Eider, Atlantic Puffin, Black Guillemot, Razorbill, Common Murre, and an outstanding find, a Thick-billed Murre. What a pleasant day on the water, we never needed our gloves or cold weather gear. The sun was shining, the seas were calm, and the birds were on display. After a fine picnic style lunch in Bar Harbor, we made the drive back to Portland for flights home the following day.

This was our second Maine tour in two years, and we plan to do one more in 2028 or 2029. Next year, 2027 has too much scheduled already. 

To see a list of species seen on the trip, click on the link below.

https://ebird.org/tripreport/530122



