Washington/Oregon Lodges Tour 2026
9/10-18/2026
Bradford/Ezerins

When a Pennsylvania said she had four people wanting to go on a Lodges Tour in 2026 I was elated and got right to work on making reservations. Here was a chance to bring people to two wonderful states and three wonderful lodges. This year we pretty much followed the 2021 itinerary, though in reverse order, with a few additions, including a sternwheeler boat trip on the Columbia River and a hike out to Cape Flattery, the northwesternmost point of the forty-eight contiguous US states. Neither addition disappointed.

We spent our first night in Portland near the airport and the following morning slowly worked our way through the Columbia River Gorge with numerous stops, eventually ending up at Timberline Lodge for the next two nights. Our first stop was a lovely hike out to Bridal Veil Falls and an easy interpretive trail hike along the south bank of the gorge. Further on we viewed nearby Wehkeena Falls and then on to the biggy, Multnomah Falls. After the Multnomah Falls Visitor Center, we took the paved path up to the Benson Bridge to view the falls. What a treat. As we continued along the gorge we stopped at Horsetail Falls, the Bonneville Fish Hatchery, to view Herman the massive sturgeon, along with other smaller sturgeon. The Bradford Visitor on the banks of the Columbia River offered close looks at salmon swimming upriver, while the upper deck offered panoramic views of the gorge, but no views of the rare Cocos Booby. After a nice picnic style lunch, we crossed into Washington via the Bridge of the Gods, made famous by Cheryl Strayed from the book Wild. Eventually, we boarded the Sternwheeler for a lovely cruise on the Columbia River. Once off the boat we continued upriver to the quaint town of Hood River but had no time to visit. We arrived at Timberline Lodge in time to get settled in and enjoy a fine dinner in the Cascade Dining Room. This was an action-packed day with a lot of scenery. After dinner people took time to explore Timberline Lodge, which is listed as a National Historic Landmark built during the Great Depression with WPA funds and dedicated in September of 1937 by Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

After a nice breakfast at the Cascade Dining room, we set off to explore Trillium Lake with an easy walk along the shore, getting a great look at Mt. Hood reflected in the water. However, we were too late in the season to view trillium flowers. Once in the town of Hood River, we traveled out in the Columbia River along The Hook, a small strip of land extending into the mighty river. Seen in town was a black bear, a first for a participant. As we worked our way back to Timberline Lodge, we stopped at Draper Girls Fruit/Farm stand for, you guessed it fresh fruit, and a wonderful picnic lunch on the grounds of the farm with blooming flowers, especially nice was a field of sunflowers. After a late lunch we drove back to Timberline Lodge allowing people to visit two gift shops and explore the craftsmanship of the interior of the lodge. The outside of the building served as the exterior of the Overlook Hotel in the movie The Shining. We were fortunate enough to have a couple in our group stay in room 217, made famous by Stephen King, the author of The Shining. A pizza dinner in the Raven’s Nest, with a view of Mt. Hood, turned out to be a great way to wrap up our last night at our first of three lodges. 

Before leaving for Paradise Inn on Mt. Rainer, the last two people in our group made the requisite hike up to the Pacific Crest Trail in fog and chilly drizzle. 

We spent most of the day working our way to Paradise Inn spending nearly two hours exploring the newly renovated Mt. St. Helen’s Visitor Center. Here we studied the newly erected displays and took the easy half mile hike through Seaquest State Park Wetlands on the grounds of the visitor center. We arrived at Paradise Inn, an official historic landmark, at 5,400 feet on the south slope of Mt. Rainier in fog and drizzle, weather conditions we would not shake for the entirety of our two day stay.

While here we hiked the Nisqually Trail Loop hearing but not seeing the Nisqually River and not seeing the looming mountain. The hike was nice and refreshing as was the hike out to Myrtle Falls. Paradise Inn has a large central hall with picnic tables and an upper catwalk allowing guests to spread out and get comfortable. Our dinners in their dining room were pleasant, as were our breakfasts at the Tatoosh Café. Even in September, this was a busy action-packed place. 

We arrived in the fog and departed in the fog. However, once we were away from the influence of Mt. Rainier, a mountain we finally viewed on our last day as drove to Seattle, we experienced sunshine, pleasant temperatures and comfortable weather for the remainder of the trip. On our way to Lake Crescent Lodge, we stopped at Smallwood Park for a driver break and watched two American Dippers feeding in a nearby stream. After Smallwood Park and a quick stop at Fred Myers for lunch supplies, we ate lunch at Tacoma Narrows Park overlooking Puget Sound. Fortunately, there was no wind, and the Tacoma Narrows Bridge was motionless. We finally crossed the Hood River Bridge onto the Olympic Peninsula for three nights at Lake Crescent Lodge on the shore of Lake Crescent, a clear, cold, high latitude lake with a serene atmosphere. 

After a rather loud dinner at the lodge dining room, people opted to stroll along the shore of Lake Crescent or just sit on their back porches and watch the small waves lap onto the shore. The following morning, we did the easy half mile walk on the nearby Moments in Time Trail getting our first looks at towering Douglas Firs with their small seed-filled cones the Stellar’s Jay were continuously feeding on. We also marveled at massive Western Red Cedar, Western Hemlock, Big-tooth Maple and a few Red Alder trees reaching for sunlight where fallen giants left an opening in the canopy. Before our picnic style lunch at the lodge, we strolled along the Bovee’s Meadow Trail finding new growth on a few nurse logs and even took pictures in a tree trunk flute. After lunch it was on to the more challenging Marymere’s Fall trail which started off easy and ended up difficult, though our 81-year-old was not to be deterred or turned back. This was a challenging yet rewarding hike. And of course, after the hike people felt they deserved a few drinks and a dining on the patio of the lodge overlooking the peaceful lake.

For our last full day on the Olympic Peninsula we headed to Cape Flattery, the northwesternmost point in the contiguous 48 states. The sun was shining, the birds were singing and the traffic was jammed. We were stalled for about an hour in road construction. Once through construction, we stopped at the Makah Mini Mart in Neah Bay for our required hiking pass out to the point and an enjoyable picnic style lunch. The 1.75 miles round trip hike led to four overlook points giving us astounding looks of the Pacific Ocean, Puget Sound, Tatoosh Island, Cape Flattery Lighthouse, Seals, Sea Lions and plenty of Black Oystercatchers. This was a memorable experience we could not do during the covid tour of 2021, trail closed.

On our last day of the tour, we worked our way back to Seattle for one last night and flights home the following day. It was on this drive we had clear, but distant views of Mt. Rainier. Our first stop of the day was Hurricane Ridge in Olympic National Park to enjoy the visitor center and scenery. However, upon our arrival we noticed something was missing, the damn visitor center. It had burned down during May of 2023 as some repair work was being done. Oops. We did take a pleasant hike along a level trail offering nice looks at the massive, snow-covered Olympic Mountains. Our final sack lunch was consumed at Port Angeles City Pier; readers of Stephenie Myer’s Vampire should recognize the name of the town of this stop. After lunch it was off to a fine dinner in Seattle at 13 Coins near the airport and flights home the following morning. 

If you are interested in doing this tour in the next few years, please let me know. Andrea and I would love to show this part of the country to another group of four people. On this tour we had two couples, two sisters, two gentlemen named Ray, and a brother and sister. Andrea Ezerins, my sister, served as coleader and offered each couple one of her authored books. She has written two book worth reading, Again and Again Back to You and When the Forest Dreams. They can both be found on Amazon and your Nook or tablet.

Amazon.com : when the forest dreams

Amazon.com : again and again back to you





